Prolonged use of fondaparinux for perioperative bridging: a case report of a patient with mechanical heart valve and heparin-induced thrombocytopenia.
Current guidelines provide no recommendations on perioperative bridging for patients after mechanical heart valve replacement (MHVR) who also have a history of heparin-induced thrombocytopenia (HIT). We present a successful case of prolonged bridging with fondaparinux in a 69-year-old Chinese woman. The patient presented to our department with the aim for radical resection of oesophageal cancer. Fondaparinux has been administered alone at 2·5 mg subcutaneously once daily for 24 days during the interruption of warfarin perioperatively. There were no signs or symptoms of thromboembolic or bleeding throughout and after her hospitalization. Fondaparinux may offer an option for management of the patients with MHVR who cannot use heparin products, but further clinical investigations are warranted.